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The aim of this study isto ex amine the
phetiomm enot of mass emigration from the
village of Hadechit, in M orthern L ebanon, to
Western Sydney. Hadclut will be located
within the broader Lebanese Diaspora and
1t will be shown how globalization 1s re-
shaping Hadchiti identity and creating the
possibility for an intensified transnati onal
interaction between the Diaspora
commuities and the hom e willage. The
“retrn visit" 15 a case in point. It can be
understood asrite of passage and a

Figwe I A vecent pictwe of tre Village of Hedohie  Pilgrimage (Baldassar, 2001), which
solidifies the relationship between the

village and its Diaspora commutities.
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into a  re-constituted
Hadchats Diaspora
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¥ T multiple locations,
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belonging are now possible

' mﬁg:jﬁ;ﬁ:itf for Hadelitis in places
settiad beyond  the geographlical
boundaries of the traditional
village. For example, a virtual "global willage" could be said to exist on the internet, where
Hadchitis from multiple arms of the Diaspora converge and meet. The persistent cormection

of Sydney Hachiti’s to their home wllage challenges us to understand the sigruficance of
kinship and hot eland 1n an inereasingly slobalized world




Diaspora and culiural continuity in Sydney

Thete are approximately 24,3321 Lebanese born residing in Sydney today (2004 ABS
Statistics). Hence, the Lebanese are a substantial minority in m odern Multicultural Australia
wratt anting study and understanding,

The popd ation of Hadehit has been emigrating for about 120 years (Kepler-Lewis, 1968,
The first wave of emigrants went to the United States at the end of the 19% century. The
second wave has been arriving in Australia mostly since the 196075, Today the village of
Hadchit has around 600 households and an additional 500 households of Hadelat
immigrants reside in the Parramm atta area of Western 3ydney. They are part of amuch
latrger Lebanese commwuty that revolves around the Harns Park Maronite Charch, They are
a well orgarmized migrant commurity with their own community Hall, Village A ssociation,
VY outh Association and telephone directory. Thus, the Hadehit population i Sydoey
provides an ex cellent opporturaty to study the process of mass emigration from a single
village to another destination, how their commanity has been reconfigwred 1n Australia atd
the ways in which the relationstup to their hom eland has been transformed boy the forces of

globalization.
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T o0 | am both an "insider” and an outsider™ (Altorki,
BRI | 19:5). I have chosen to focus on the Hadehiti
A :"'_-L i ﬁ Diaspara hecause I have knstup links, through
iy ’-’*I m¥ Lebanese ancestry, to both to the willagersin
: L ﬂ Hadchit atid to their descendants in Western
IFTHE PORT LR R Sedney. 'Thus this research project offers an
SR T ;. #'?"" il oppottatdty to undertake & study  in
Figure 3 _ el L "15* “Anthropology at Home™  (Jackson, 1987,
T T s b ’H[“L" | Marcus, 1986) On the other hand, since I hawve

SEOW L U u:nutmde of b-:nth commutities [ won'’t be a “native anthropologist’, as such (F akim,
1952y, The experience of field work, in thiz case, will help me to explore my own Lebanese
back grouwnd and to return to the willage of my Great-Grandfather.

There are advantages in thas type of approach. For example, CliffordClifford 19287 argued
a purely “objective” accowd leaves ot a substantial element of reality. By including a
teflexive component, my ethnography will be more inferpretsve than empiricist. Hence, [
intend to allow a corfluence between the personal and the professional and blur the
boundanes of researcher and researched In part, therefore, the research approach will be an
autobiographical expenence (Okely, 1992,

The project will be based on eflmographic research involving Parficipant Ohservation
fieldw ok, Interviews and Life Histories amongst Hadelitis in Sydney and Hadehit, T wll
attend cultural and commumity events and religions festivals T will also engage the internet
to look at how different arms of the Hadelutl Diaspora mnteract. Lastly, I will go back to

Figure 3: & Picture of 5 alah Kimk (changed name to: Pl Fask), nor Great-Grandfather from Hadclut, taken
during the WWIlin the TS 4




Hadclit 1n August-Geptember 2006 to parbicipate in a “retarn wst” dunng the 5t
Raymond sFestival, the Patron S ant of Hadelat

Conclusion

This study will address sewveral impottant contemporary themes 1n Antlropology.  These
include doins Anthropology at home, which blhas the traditional distinction between the
researcher and the researched. Tdentity, place and belonging in the Hadeliti commomuty will
also be explored By studying the process of mass emigration to Australia from Hadelat it
will be an opporbauty to understand in greater depth the process of mass emigration from a
sngle village to another destination  Fuwthermore, it will provide an insight into the inter
wotkings of a Lebanese migrant communty residing in Australia today,  This will be
important considering the common misrepresentation and misunderstanding of Australia’s
Arab Commowaty, which dominates the media today.
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